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Second: Research Summary (English)

This research explores the intricacies of the Iranian political system and its foreign policy decision—-making
processes, emphasizing the pivotal role of religious ideology—specifically the "Velayat-e Fagih' theory—since
the 1979 Revolution. It argues that Iranian foreign policy is not merely a product of pure religious dogma but
rather a complex synthesis of ideological principles and pragmatic national interests, shaped by various
geopolitical, economic, and military determinants. The study delineates the power structure where the "Supreme
Leader"' holds ultimate authority over strategic directions, supported by institutional roles shared between the
Presidency and the Supreme National Security Council. Furthermore, it highlights how Iran utilizes a diverse
toolkit—ranging from traditional diplomacy and religious soft power to a sophisticated propaganda apparatus—

to project regional influence and achieve its overarching strategic objectives.
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